
Expect More.

URSULINE             ACADEMY

Growth. Values. For Life.

MIDDLE SCHOOL



OUR MISSION:
      Ursuline Academy is an independent,     
      Catholic school community that 
      empowers students for leadership      
      and service in our global society.



Welcome to Ursuline Academy!
It’s my privilege to welcome your family to Ursuline Academy’s Middle School. We are committed to providing 
a place where young girls learn, play, grow, and are empowered to take ownership of their learning. Emerging 
as thinkers, pioneers, citizens, and disciples, Ursuline students are confident and prepared for the next steps 
in their academic journey and beyond.

The focus of Ursuline is the student; her education, personal growth, spiritual development, and transformation 
into a trailblazer who is equipped to change the world. We understand the importance of cultivating each 
student’s gifts to give her the confidence necessary to reach her full potential. We are intentional about giving 
each student the opportunity to lead through our leadership development program and many activities.

Our faculty understand the demands young girls face during their Middle School years and how essential their 
role is in bridging the gap. Every classroom is a safe place for students to explore, innovate, take risks, ask 
questions, collaborate, and communicate. Our advisory program provides an opportunity for community 
building and discussion to support our girls as they develop into organized, self-advocating, and responsible 
students.  

Finally, our girls are embraced by the powerful bond of sisterhood. The unique Ursuline sisterhood connects 
Ursuline students across divisions, generations, and the world, resulting in friendships that last a lifetime.

From the moment you walk through our doors, it will feel like home. We are a family and a community like 
no other. 

Come join us at UA! 

Ann V. Phillips
Middle School Principal

     Now that I am here, I feel that this school is where I belong.  
        -Ellie, 7th Grade Student



The Value of an Ursuline Education

Serviam or “to serve” is at the core of 
Ursuline’s culture with 100% of students 

participating in service projects throughout 
the year. Through their experience at 

Ursuline, Serviam becomes a part of our 
graduates lives with 56% of graduates 
reporting they continue to give to their 

community - the largest percentage of this 
group giving at least 10 hours a month. 

Ursuline is part of a global education 
network with 105 other Ursuline 

schools worldwide.

95%
of students participate
on an Ursuline sports team.

$1.2 million
 in tuition assistance awarded to 

45% of students. 
100% of 8th Grade students in 

good academic standing are guaranteed 
admission to Ursuline’s Upper School.

21 Awards
won by 7th grade students at the 

New Castle County Science Fair in 2019.

Student to Teacher 

Ratio of 8:1

Delaware’s first all-girl, Catholic Middle School.

Ursuline’s House System includes 4 Houses: 

Little Skippers Novas Points Caps

11 clubs to choose from 
such as Math League, Science Olympiad, 

and Student Council. 



WE ARE Ursuline.

We are Disciples. 
We are Citizens. 
We are Thinkers. 
We are Pioneers. 



Life in the Middle    
         The Heart of Ursuline
Life in the Middle School is tailored to the needs of girls in Grades 6-8, and provides extensive 
curricular and co-curricular offerings. 

Global Education Program
In order to grow as global citizens, we recognize the 
importance for our students to experience activities, 
events, programs, and services that embrace and 
promote multicultural views and perspectives. In 
Summer 2020, the Middle and Upper Schools will 
combine for a global service trip to Tennessee. As part 
of the Appalachia Service Project, students will partner 
with local families in need, spending a week helping 
and working alongside them to do home repairs.

Mini-mesters
All students participate in a two-day experiential 
learning opportunity that is of interest to them. Each 
mini-mester program is designed and facilitated by an 
Ursuline faculty member and includes guest speakers, 
off-site field trips, and a unique hands-on curriculum. 
They have several exciting and different topics to 
choose from including Science of Food, Photography, 
Animal Science, Art & Theater, Astronomy, and Flower 
Power. Students have witnessed surgery at a 
Veterinary Hospital, participated in an appetizer 
bake-off, and created their own floral arrangement.

Advisory
Advisory allows students to create a meaningful 
relationship with their advisor and smaller peer group. 
They remain with the same advisory group throughout 
Middle School. Each advisory group has on average 10 
students with a faculty advisor. The meetings discuss 
academics, social concerns, and overall well-being.

Innovation & Leadership
Our Innovation & Leadership curriculum encourages 
students to think outside of the box to identify 
creative solutions to real-world problems. Ursuline 
students develop greater self-confidence through the 
many leadership opportunities available to them both 
in the classroom and through extra-curricular activities. 

Language Arts
Students explore the elements of reading and writing 
in context to develop their unique ability to craft and 
respond to the written word. Using a student-centered 
approach, our curriculum ensures that each unit 
incorporates grammar, vocabulary exploration, 
literature components, and written expression. 

Math
Our math courses empower students to be 
exceptionally confident mathematicians. All 6th grade 
students begin with pre-algebra. From there, two 
pathways are offered in 7th and 8th grade: Algebra IA 
followed by Algebra IB, or Algebra I followed by 
Geometry. 

Science
The Science Program emphasizes science process skills 
through the study of Life Science in 6th grade, Earth 
and Space Science in 7th grade, and Physical Science 
in 8th grade, all in an exciting and interactive 
environment. In the Science Lab, students perform 
hands-on experiments while learning about scientific 
processes, problem solving, data spreadsheets, and 
graphs.

World Language
The World Language curriculum introduces students to 
a variety of critically important global languages and 
invites them to explore and discover their passion 
through our extensive offerings. In 6th grade, the 
curriculum focuses on Spanish and language 
derivatives. In 7th grade, students choose between 
three languages to study for two years: Chinese, 
French, or Spanish. This allows many students to enroll 
in a Level II course as a freshman.



Girls’ school students are more likely than their female peers at 
co-ed schools to experience an environment that welcomes an 
open and safe exchange of ideas. Nearly 87% of girls’ school 
students feel their opinions are respected at their school 
(compared to 58% of girls at co-ed schools).
—Dr. Richard A. Holmgren, Allegheny College, Steeped in 
Learning: The Student Experience at All-Girls Schools

Nearly half – 45% – of all women graduating from single-sex 
schools rate their public speaking ability as high compared to 
39% of women graduates from co-ed schools. A similar 
differential exists for writing abilities: 64% of girls’ school 
graduates assess their writing as high, compared to 59% of 
women graduates of co-ed schools.
—Dr. Linda Sax, UCLA, Women Graduates of Single-Sex and 
Coeducational High Schools: Differences in their Characteristics 
and the Transition to College

Girls’ school grads are 6 times more likely to consider
majoring in math, science, and technology compared to girls 
who attend co-ed schools.
—Goodman Research Group, The Girls’ School Experience: 
A Survey of Young Alumnae of Single-Sex Schools

Compared to co-ed peers, girls’ school grads are 3 times 
more likely to consider engineering careers.
—Dr. Linda Sax, UCLA, Women Graduates of Single-Sex and 
Coeducational High Schools: Differences in their Characteristics 
and the Transition to College

Why an All-Girls Education?



Student Life

Raiders 

 in Action
A case history of service 
and fun. Here’s how it is  
done at Ursuline. 

Step 1
Design the annual 
8th Grade Fair 
for the week of 
Halloween. Plan 
games, food, prizes, 
and invites.

Step 2
Contact food vendors, 
order prizes, and moon 
bounce.   

Step 3
Market the fair to the 
Ursuline community 
by visiting classrooms, 
designing and 
distributing flyers, 
and making 
announcements. 

Build on your craft or develop 
a new one by participating 
in our thriving arts program 
that offers curricular and 
extra-curricular activities in 
the performing and visual arts.

8 sports teams that are 
inclusive of every skill level. 
8th grade students may have 
the opportunity to participate 
on Upper School teams.

Many leadership opportunities 
are available to each student 
through clubs, organizations, 
performances, and teams.

You can Lead
     at Ursuline

You can Explore 
 at Ursuline

You can Play 
 at Ursuline



Expect More

Step 4
Sell tickets, collect, 
and count money.

Step 5
Arrive early on the 
day of the fair to set up 
The Green with games, 
stations, and food. 

RESULTS
Over 600 students, 
parents, and faculty 
attend the fair. More 
than $1,500 is raised 
for the annual 8th grade 
overnight trip 
to Williamsburg.   

Class field trips allow students 
time to travel. Students can 
participate in both, domestic 
and international travel to other 
Ursuline schools. 

You can Travel
 at Ursuline

You can Serve 
 at Ursuline
Serviam or “to serve” is 
embedded in Ursuline’s culture. 
Students have volunteer 
opportunities available during 
club time throughout the year.



STEM
Ursuline graduates are prepared and confident to select any college major. In fact, in a time 
where women are still underrepresented in STEM related fields, it is notable that 53% of Ursuline 
graduates enter college as math or science related majors versus the national average of 33%. 

Looking towards 
High School & Beyond 
 Begin with the next steps in mind.
Ursuline Academy is known for a unique college counseling program. As a freshman, students are 
assigned a college counselor who will stay with them through graduation. Once the college process 
begins, counselors know the students well and therefore, know which schools to recommend.

100%
of graduates move on to 

a 4-year college.

The counselor ratio of

1 to 100
is unheard of. It exceeds by more than 100 

percent the ratio recommended by the 
American School Counselor Association.

Graduating classes at Ursuline average

$6+ million  
in scholarship and grants, averaging 

$176,000 per student.

Ursuline offers 

22 AP Courses. 
We are one of the only schools to offer an

 AP course in freshman year.



College Acceptances*

Auburn University

Baylor University

Boston College

Boston University

Bucknell University 

Catholic University of America

Clemson University

College of Charleston 

College of William and Mary 

Cornell University

Drexel University

Duke University

Duquesne University

Elon University

Emerson College

Emory University

Franklin and Marshall College 

Georgetown University 

George Mason University 

George Washington University 

Gettysburg College

James Madison University

Johns Hopkins University 

Lehigh University

Loyola University Maryland 

McDaniel College

New York University

North Carolina State University 

Northeastern University

Ohio State University

Penn State University 

Princeton University

Purdue University

Rutgers University

Saint Joseph’s University 

Swarthmore College

Syracuse University

Temple University

Towson University

United States Naval Academy at Annapolis

University of Alabama 

University of California, Berkeley 

 

University of Colorado at Boulder

University of Delaware

University of Maryland, College Park 

University of Massachusetts, Boston 

University of Michigan 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

University of Notre Dame

University of Pennsylvania

University of Pittsburgh

University of Richmond

University of South Carolina

University of Southern California 

University of Virginia

University of Wisconsin, Madison 

Villanova University

Virginia Commonwealth University 

Virginia Tech

Wake Forest University

West Chester University

Xavier University

Yale University

*Based on five years of data



1106 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19806
302.658.7158 | admissions@ursuline.org

ursuline.org
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