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URSULINE             ACADEMY

Growth. Values. For Life.

LOWER SCHOOL



OUR MISSION:
Ursuline Academy is an independent,           
Catholic school community that 
empowers students for leadership      
and service in our global society.



Welcome to Ursuline Academy!

It is my privilege to welcome your family to Ursuline Academy’s Lower School. Ursuline’s Lower School 
builds the foundation for boys and girls to become life-long scholars and global citizens. The students are 
both nurtured and challenged as they discover, explore, and learn. Our teachers guide and inspire 
students through engaging and rigorous lessons planned to foster critical thinking and creative problem 
solving at all grade levels.

Ursuline’s Lower School is committed to preparing students for the rapidly changing world we live in by 
providing them a robust experience including core mathematical, literacy, science, and social studies 
instruction complemented by fine arts, foreign language, and media technology classes. Equally important 
to a strong academic education is a foundation for spiritual and leadership development, which students 
will cultivate through service projects, liturgies, prayer services, and other enrichment experiences.

Inspired by the spirit of St. Angela Merici, our motto is Serviam, meaning, “I will serve.” We are committed 
to helping students grow spiritually in a values, faith based-community. Students beginning in our earliest 
grades learn to look for ways to serve those in need to make our world a better place.

At Ursuline, we are a family. Our small size helps students form strong bonds with each other and their 
teachers. Likewise, our staff form strong partnerships with our families. This allows every student to feel 
safe and supported while being encouraged to take risks. From the beginning of your child’s day to the 
very end, they are well cared for by a network of educators focused on each child’s individual growth.

We are disciples. We are citizens. We are thinkers. We are pioneers. We are Ursuline! Ursuline is a special 
place where your child will grow, learn, serve, and lead.

Come join our UA family!

Samantha Varano
Lower School Principal

    It’s a great school environment because the 
teachers always go out of their way to help you learn.

- 5th grade student



An average 
class size of 

16 students. 

On average, 
90% of students

 grades 4-5 participate in band.

The Value of an Ursuline Education

$1.5 million
 in tuition assistance awarded to 

56% of students. 

Serviam – meaning I will serve – 
is at the core of Ursuline Academy’s 
mission and inspired by the spirit of 
St. Angela Merici. 100% of students 

participate in service projects 
supporting local 

nonprofit organizations. 

Ursuline’s Lower School has 
12 after-school activities 

such as soccer, Lego Challenge, dance, 
yoga, drama, and cooking .

Ursuline’s House System includes 4 Houses: 

Little Skippers Novas Points Caps

In 1893, Ursuline Academy 
Wilmington was founded 
by the Ursuline Sisters.

Ample 
outdoor space 

for play, learning 
and dining. 

Part of a global network of 

over 100 
Ursuline Sister Schools.



WE ARE Ursuline.

Our campus is nestled in the heart of 
Wilmington and includes over 147,000 
square feet of multi-functional space 
within the walls of our Lower School, 
Middle/Upper School, and Fusco Hall 
Student Life Center. In addition, we offer 
ample outdoor learning space, outdoor 
dining, a newly-renovated playground, 
and our campus green.



Early Childhood
      Ages 3 – 5 Years

Our youngest students are nurtured and provided a safe place to grow and learn. Our teachers focus on 
educating the whole child in a faith-based, co-ed environment with a multi-sensory approach. The Montessori 
and Kindergarten programs integrate the core values of St. Angela Merici to lay a strong foundation for academic 
and social success.

Montessori

• Engages both individual and cooperative learning 
   in a multi-age environment.
 
• Presents challenging concepts through teacher 
   and self-initiated experiences.
 
• Encourages children to focus on peace when 
   managing themselves and interactions with others.
 
• Cultivates leadership and social skills, allowing each       
   student to serve as both learners and teachers.
 
• Develops self-confidence and character from the     
   nurturing family environment that our teachers      
   create.

• Incorporates the core values of Maria Montessori.

• Program includes five recently renovated learning   
   spaces, including our Discovery Studio and 
   outside classroom.

Kindergarten

• Focuses on feeding the spiritual, intellectual, social,  
   and emotional needs of the whole child.

• Engages in multi-sensory activities to promote      
   exploration and foster curiosity.

• Encourages various learning styles with activities 
   that are open-ended which enhance the depth of     
   each student’s academic understanding across a 
   variety of disciplines.

• Cultivates leadership and social skills through   
   cooperative play, collaborative activities, and daily        
   interactions with students, teachers, and the 
   school community.
 
• Introduces children to early literacy skills through  
   exposure to a wealth of authentic literature, 
   reading, and writing activities.

• Introduction to fine arts, foreign language, and       
   science.



Lower School
      Grades 1-5 

Students expand upon the foundation set in Early Childhood to become independent learners in a personalized, 
co-ed environment. Our small class sizes allow our teachers to engage and challenge your child to grow 
academically, emotionally, socially, and spiritually.

Primary - Grades 1-3

• Embraces the core values of St. Angela as they       
   learn the importance of responsibility and service. 

• Formulates creative solutions using innovation and      
   higher level thinking skills.

• Develops stronger reading and writing skills which   
   increases academic mastery across all subject areas  
   through an integrated and balanced literacy      
   program.

• Becomes an effective communicator through public  
   speaking and a comprehensive writing program.

• Expands their knowledge of number sense, 
   computation, and problem solving and begins to 
   solve more complex mathematical tasks.

• Builds leadership skills through personal 
   relationships, cooperation, and social awareness.

Intermediate - Grades 4-5

• Embraces leadership opportunities by being positive 
   role models for others, serving those in our community,   
   and leading the Lower School in a variety of ways to 
   make a positive impact.

• Strengthens problem solving skills and learns to analyze,    
    synthesize, think critically, appreciate diverse 
    perspectives, and collaborate with others.

• Becomes a proficient reader who excels in written 
   communication through a comprehensive literacy      
   program, including individualized instruction and 
   group novel study.        

• Gains confidence and models the spirit of Serviam 
   as they live the core values of St. Angela. 

• Expands the understanding for both concrete and     
   abstract concepts to help increase interest and aptitude  
   for success in both math and science based fields.

• Nurtures intellectual curiosity through 
   open-ended exploration across content areas. 



Visual Arts 
Classes provide an 
understanding of the 
elements of design and 
encourage your child to 
explore various avenues 
of creative expression. 

Find your passion for learning 
in our art studio, outdoor 
classroom, computer lab, 
library, and STEM lab. 

Opportunities for public 
speaking and to serve as role 
models for younger students.

Student Life

Spanish Program 
Prepares your child for 
dual language fluency and 
fosters an appreciation of 
another culture.

Physical Education 
Incorporates lessons of 
sportsmanship and 
fairness into an 
environment of play and 
fitness, while mastering 
concepts of teamwork 
and personal goal setting. 

You can Lead
     at Ursuline

You can Explore 
 at Ursuline

You can Serve 
 at Ursuline
Serviam or “I will serve” is 
embedded in Ursuline’s culture. 
All students organize and 
participate in service projects 
to support local charities.



Four sports teams that are 
inclusive of every level 
including cross country, 
volleyball, basketball, 
and track & field.

Expect More

Performing Arts 
Program helps your 
child master basic 
proficiency in music 
through singing, 
dancing, and 
instrumental play.

Library
Allows children time to read and 
be read to. Students are also able 
to check out and take home books 
weekly, both for free reading and 
research.

Technology
Every classroom from 
Kindergarten through 5th 
is equipped with a Smart 
Board and classroom sets 
of iPads. Our intermediate 
students in 4th and 5th 
grades have a 1:1 iPad 
ratio.

You can Play 
 at Ursuline

Daily collaborative learning 
both in the classroom and 
at recess on the new 
multi-sensory playground.

You can 
Collaborate
 at Ursuline





We Are...
Disciples... 
• We begin and end each school day in prayer, with a focus on St. Angela Merici at the start of each  
   week. Afternoon prayers are led daily by a 5th grade student.

• All Lower School students seek ways to help others and participate in various service projects 
   throughout the school year, including singing Christmas carols for local retirement homes, raising     
   money for  those in need, participating in food and clothing drives and making dog treats for local  
   animal shelters.
  

Citizens... 
• The 5th graders are designated leaders of our school. Each morning, they help our Early Childhood 
    students into school with warm smiles and words of encouragement.

• Students learn conflict resolution and anti-bullying skills as they participate in our Olweus     
   anti-bullying program.

Thinkers... 
• Through our new math curriculum, Bridges, and our literacy initiative, our students are able to connect  
   content such as reading, art, science, and math across multiple divisions.

• Through our school-wide Innovation curriculum, Lower School students develop creative solutions to 
    solve real-world problems. 

Pioneers... 
• We value the process of learning, taking risks, and working through challenges, enabling our students to     
    be pioneers in initiating new and innovative ideas.  

• We continue to build upon our enriching STEM curriculum with hands-on learning in the classroom, 
    STEM lab, and outdoor classroom.  
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